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Lawn Care

Welcome to Kerr’s Hire Helpful Hints. The aim of
this information sheet is to answer FAQ’s and provide a better
understanding of Kerr’s large range of equipment available
for hire.

Lawns are the most noticeable feature of any garden
as they provide the focus for outdoor activities, create a feel-
ing of spaciousness and enhance the surrounding garden.
Lawns provide a safe area for children & families to play and a
great area to entertain. In this information sheet we aim to
provide information on preparing, laying & maintaining any
lawn area.

Lawn Selection:

When you either replace an existing lawn or start a
new lawn area there are several considerations that need to
be addressed :

o What purpose will the new lawn serve?

° What is your soil type?

o Where is the lawn located?

o How much time do you have to maintain it?
o Is there water available for watering?

o Do I grow the lawn or lay instant turf?

If you take these points into consideration you can have a lawn
that you can enjoy for a long time. We recommend consulting
your local lawn & seed supplier for the ranges of lawn availa-
ble.

New Lawns:

Once you have selected the type of lawn that is to be
layed, you need to select the method that you will use to es-
tablish the new lawn. The two methods of establishing a new
lawn is laying instant turf or seeding.

Instant turf is a great way to get a high quality hassle
free lawn that is useable in a week from laying. However, the
cost off these lawns are quite expensive. Turflawns are great
in areas where it is difficult to establish seeded lawns.

Seeding is a much cheaper option , however lawns
can take up to a year to fully establish especially during the
winter months. A seeded lawn may also take longer or not
even grow in difficult areas such as slopes and areas near
over head trees & plants.

Preparation:

When you begin a new lawn area the surface will
need to be prepared to allow the grass roots to penetrate the
soil.
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The information above contains general information only and should not be relied upon as a substitute for professional advice
which the user should seek before selecting equipment to be used.

Rotary Hoes:

Rotary hoes are used to
turn over soils that are often too
hard or very lumpy. The rotary
hoe can also be used to blend ad-
ditives such as compost to make
the soil better for growing. Itis
recommended that you remove all
weeds and existing grass from the
soil.

Red Roo Rotary Hoe used
for breaking up soil for
new lawns.

Often before you lay a
lawn especially a turf lawn, soil will
need to be removed to make way for the newly layed grass. This
can be achieved with the use of a dingo mini loader.
¢ ; piAL110p0 Mini Loaders (Dingo’s):
S PU A mini loader is a hy-
draulic power pack that has vir-
tuality no limits to the tasks that it
can perform. The standard Din-
go comes with a bucket. Other
attachments available are post
hole borers, lawn leveller, rotary
hoe, rippers, 4 in 1 bucket &
trenchers. Further information
see Earthmoving & Excavation
Flyer.

K93 Petrol Dingo with a
standard bucket.

Dingo’s available:

K93 Petrol 20 hp

Machine width: 1050mm Dump Height: 1240mm

Vermeer 600TX

Machine width: 1050 mm  Dump Height: 2030 mm

Attachments:

Leveller Width: 1250 mm  Rotary Hoe width: 1050mm

Bucket Capacity: 0.12m? (1 Wheel barrow full)

Bucket Width: 1050mm (For both Std & 4 inl Bucket)

Post hole auger 200,300,350,450 & 600mm (It is recommend-
ed that K94 diesel is used for boring 600mm

holes) S e

(sizes available):

Turf Cutter:

Turf cutters are commonly used
to remove existing grass that is either to
be replaced or turned into a garden bed.
The turf cutter cuts underneath the root
bed of the grass exposing the bare soil
below. The grass is then rolled up and
disposed of or layed in another area. The
turf cutter works best in very moist soils
and where grass is present (The turf cut- ?
ter doesn’t cut dry patches well). Motorised
Turf Cutter
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Laving: tion, and the second sowing while walking at right-
Turf: angles to the first covering.
. Begin by spreading starter fertiliser over the area to be ° Lightly rake the seed into the top of the soil, you won't
laid & water in. cover all the seed but try to cover about half.
° Laying: Start by laying your lawn a small section at a ¢ Wate}’ inand cgntinge to water over the next fevx.r weeks
time, starting with the longest side and lay your bor- kecelpll—rllg the' tslﬁll I'Zntmsztl (jrass;eed sc?ould gen:;:nate
ders first. Always be sure to lay your lawn against the 3vrtlea tsh;rwc;.’:’: n;?wa;)k on i?zirirelpetiismgeﬁg gn e
slope. Remember to lay your lawn in a brickwork pat- ’ g p ’
tern, so that all your joins do not end up finishing to- Maintenance:
gether. When you need to cut your turf use a sharp cut- To protect your new investment you will need to
ting shovel or garden scissors. maintain you lawn so that it looks and remains healthy.
° Compaction: Roll over all areas with a water filled roll-
er (available at Kerr’s) to compact the turf, remove any Aeration:
lumps and air pockets caused when laying. As lawns can sustain heavy use from
] Watering: Make sure you get your sprinkler onto the activities and traffic soil compaction
lawn as soon as you finish laying the first section. You can result. Soil compaction results in
will know that it has been watered enough when you lift poor drainage, lack of oxygen to
up the roll and see that the water has seeped through to roots, poor water infiltration, lack of
the soil. Make sure you water the turf regularly for the % nutrients to roots and of course a
first 2 weeks, but don't over water it. " poor looking lawn.
. Mowing: You can mow your lawn when you cannot lift A motorised lawn aerator
it up from the ground anymore. Time will vary depend- removes small cores of grass that
ing on the season. Be sure not to cut it too low on the . ' N allows the grass to breathe, when
first mow as this will result in scalping your new lawn K::zvsnl}/:::::;ied combined with a good water and a
. Fertilise: You should fertilise your lawn 3 times a year ;I:e’:?te;lcilec:-fiier;ﬂflez;r“lraevgiz become
with good quality lawn fertiliser. The best seasons to ’
fertilize are Spring, Summer and Autumn. Be sure to Dethatching:
water the fertilizer in well. Don't fertilise in Winter be- Thatch is the layer of living and dead /«\
cause it is too cold for . e stems and roots between the green s~ \
any fertiliser to work. ' blades of grass and the soil surface. A i )
Seeding: thin layer of thatch (less than 1/2 inch 4
. Sow the lawn on a thick) can be beneficial however,
wind free day, just tl}lck thatch l.ayers can prevent yvater,
before you s ta’rt Sow- an, and n'utnents from penetrating the
ing, give the arca a e §011, causing redl'Jced root growth and o S A
fina’l raking. \ increased potential for drought S % 85 >
o . : . [ stress. Kerr’s Motorised
. D1v1de' the quantity of Lawn area laid with instant A dethatcher mower has a Lawn Aerator.
seeds into two, (it is turf. series of vertical revolving blades
}:'>etter to sow two . that cut through the thatch and bring it to the surface. This
lighter SowIngs rather than a heawer one). If the area to thatch then can be remove with a rake and disposed of. We
b(.a' sown is large, you can d1v1de.the seeds further, this recommend to follow up by aerating, fertilizing, and watering
will reduce thg cl}ances of covering three quarters of as needed.
the area and finding that all the seed has gone. For any further information contact Kerr’s Hire
J Sow one covering of seeds while walking in one direc- Y ’
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